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Harwell Campus near Oxford

30 minutes from Oxford University

45 minutes from London - Heathrow

Multinational workforce representing over 

60 nationalities

Harwell CampusBristol

Birmingham

Heathrow
London      



Harwell Campus

£2+bn national infrastructure

710 acres

6,000 people

Where science and industry comes 

together to tackle global problems

200 organisations

Medical Research Council 

ïThe Mary Lyon Centre

Public Health EnglandSTFC - ISIS Neutron & 

Muon Source

STFC - Scientific 

Computing Department

STFC ïCentral Laser 

Facility

Rosalind Franklin Institute

Research Complex at 

Harwell

Science and Technology 

Facilities Council
Satellite Applications

Catapult

Diamond Light Source
STFC ïRAL Space

European Space Agency

The Faraday Institution
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Opportunity to innovate with Harwellôs other Clusters

Multidisciplinary Innovation

HealthTec EnergyTecSpace



~60 organisations, employing >1,250 people 

ü R&D manufacturing facilities for companies 

including Oxford Nanopore, Agilent

ü Rosalind Franklin Institute: £103m 

investment, 240 scientists, 10 universities

ü Vaccines Manufacturing and Innovation 

Centre: £198m

ü Nucleic Acid Therapy Accelerator: £30m

~57 companies, employing >1,000 people

ü Launched in May 2018

ü Faraday Institution HQ: £74m investment to 

manage Faraday Challenge

Harwell Clusters attracting investment

The new £180m Natural History Museum science and digitisation 

centre, £80m Extreme Photonics Application Centre and £93m 

National Quantum Computing Centre span all Clusters



History of the 

Harwell Space Cluster
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Opening end 2021: National Satellite Test Facility 



Accessible Expertise

Å Business incubation for space-related start-ups 

Å Scale-up programmes

Å Technical advice across space value chain

Å Climate Office and Climate, Environment and 

Modelling from Space (CEMS)

Å User centred design capabilities to encourage new 

space enabled solutions for everyone

Å Concurrent design expertise



Places to meet & work

Å Shared lab space 

Å Dedicated labs and clean rooms

Å Meeting rooms

Å Hot desking facilities

Å Short term office space

Å Conference Centre opening 2022

All available on a commercial basis for a day to 

several weeks as required



Satellite Applications Catapult

Å One of 9 Catapults driving economic growth in the UK

Å Key part of the innovation landscape in the UK, HQ at Harwell Campus

Å Accelerating growth of the UK Satellite applications sector by:

- Energising the Market: opening new market opportunities for space companies

- Empowering Technology: working with companies to commercialise products

- Enabling Business: growing businesses through support and connecting to resources & facilities

Å Helping UK space industry reach its 10% target of Global Space Market by 2030
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105

1,100 
People

Space 

Organisations

Harwell 

Space 

Cluster



What is a Cluster?

ñGeographic concentrations of interconnected 

companies and institutions in a particular fieldò

Michael E. Porter, University Professor at Harvard

Harwell Space Cluster: Co-location of industry, academia & public sector bodies

JBIS Paper: http://purl.org/net/epubs/work/47614523

http://purl.org/net/epubs/work/47614523


Cluster Benefits

ÅOpen Access to National Facilities

ÅAccess to Talent

ÅKnowledge Sharing

ÅShowcasing

ÅSupport for Start-Ups



Access to world 

class facilities
Advanced Manufacturing Lab, Climate 

Office and Business Incubation Centre 

Design, test and validation facilities 

including clean rooms and thermal 

vacuum chambers.

Near and far field test ranges, satcomms

lab, operations centre, Disruptive

Innovation for Space Centre (DISC)



Access to Talent

105 space organisations collectively employing over 1,100 people



Communication across the Cluster & Opportunities for Peer to Peer Learning

Knowledge Sharing



Collective Marketing & Events

Showcasing



Support for Start-ups

Over 10 years:

Å99 start-ups supported

Å£77m equity investment raised

Å4 exits 

Å92% survival rate

Å1/4  of alumni still on campus



Creates Engagement Opportunities

Connectivity with wider landscape                   Collaboration Opportunities



Summary

Clusters are a powerful mechanism to accelerate commercialisation:

Å Engage locally, nationally and internationally

Å Showcase latest developments

Å Enable collaboration within and outside of the Cluster



Harwell Space Cluster 

is the Gateway to the 

UK Space Sector

105

People

Space Organisations

1,100

Accessible

Multidisciplinary Innovation

Funding & Support

National Facilities

EnergyTecSpace HealthTec


